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Miss,  vols  brush  up  on  disaster  relief 

n _ _ _ .j _  ^  ^alvsHon  Armv!  And  A  session  de&lmff 


HED  Since  1877 


Salvation  Army;  and  a  session  dealing 
with  volunteers'  and  biological  terrorism. 

The  latter  conference,  led  by  Meg 
Pearson,  pharmacy  consultant  with  the 
Mississippi  State  Department  of  Healdv 
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_ isissippi  state  Uepartment  or  neaim, 

capturea  the  attention  and  interest  of  the 
volunteers.  Pearsem  shared  die  need  for  vol¬ 
unteers  to  aid  state  and  local  workers  in  the 
event  of  a  biological  attack  across  die  state. 

Pearson  spoke  erf  die  Strategic  National 
Stod^iile,  which  consists  of  medical  supplies, 
vaednes,  and  other  equipment  In  the  event 
of  a  Miasiss^pi  biological  attack,  50  tons  of 
siqmlies  and  medicines  could  be  deployed  to 
undisclosed  sites  in  the  state  withm  twelve 
hours.  The  matraials  are  currendy  stored  in 
various  locations  around  the  U.  S.,  and  are 
the  equivalent  of  seven  or  eig^t  18-wheelers. 

The  "push  package"  would  provide  broad 
roectrum  protection  for  a  variety  of  Categctty 
A  agents,  including  smallpox,  andirax,  botu¬ 
lism,  viral  hemorrhagic  fei'er,  plague, 
tularemia,  and  diemical  nerve  agents. 

Pearson  has  been  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  securing  10,000  volun¬ 
teers  from  across  the  stam.  She  hopes  to 
^aw  her  initial  volimteer  core  group  of 
^H5^20  people  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
DiSIMW  Relief  Task  Force. 

Southern  Baptists  field  the  third  largest 
disaster  response  team  in  the  coimtry. 
Acconling  to  Mickey  Caisoti,  manager  of 
adult  volunteer  mobilization  at  the  Nordi 
American  Mission  Board,  Southern 
Baptists  participated  in  176  disaster 
responses  in  2009  with  12,871  trained  vol- 
imteers  who  served  1.5  million  meals. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Foroe  is  supported  by  gifts  to  the  Margaret 


2004 TASK  FORCE  —Over 
90  volunteers  from  Mississippi 
Baptist  Churches  across  the 
state  participated  in  Disaster 
Relief  Task  Force  training  April 
2-3  at  Central  Hills  Retreat 
near  Koscuisko.  The  task  force 
is  geared  to  respond  to  virtual¬ 
ly  any  natural  or  man-made 
oisaster  anywhere  in  the 
world,  provioing  thousands  of 
meals  each  day  to  disaster  vic¬ 
tims  and  assiting  in  a  variety  of 
cleanup  and  recovery  tasks. 
(BR  Ph^o  by  Tony  Martin) 


Breakout  conferences  included  an  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  new  Task  Force  workers;  an 
overview  of  work  with  the  National 
Orgaiuzation  for  Victim  Assistance 
(NOVA);  ham  radios;  childcare  and  cultur¬ 
al  diversity;  chainsaw  training;  and  a  CPR  - -  - 

tmdate.  Omer  conferences  irKUided  family  Ministry  Department  at_^P.O.^^ox  ^5^, 
and  church  preparedness;  discussions  of  )adcson  MS  392)54)530. 
tile  relaticxuhip  between  Soutiiem  Baptists 
and  the  American  Red  Cross  and  the 


The  Men's  Ministry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 

(MBCB)  which  directs  tiie  Baptist  disaster 
relief  program  in  tiie  state,  sponsors  the 
training  event  each  year  for  new  and  vet¬ 
eran  volunteers  who  wish  to  serve  on  the 
[disaster  Relief  Task  Force. 

This  year's  training  served  several  pur¬ 
poses.  First,  new  volunteers  learned  what 
was  expected  of  them  as  they  served  in 

Miss.  CP  reflects  n 

Gifts  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  through  the 
Ccxiperative  Program  (CH  last  month 
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Convention.  A 

meet  die  conventofl 

suj^rting  more  than 

titmmd  the  world  through  alRi|MH 

Baptist  Convention,  MisslMippl  CV  !■ 

grams  as  regional  Bible iDrilis  in  a  n 

around  the  state  during  April;  the 

Adjudication  and  Festival  April  16-17  at 

in  Clinton;  and  the  State  Minist^  Asi 

April  19-20  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton, 


Hail,  Prince  of  Peace! 


Every  generatioit  likely 'believes  If  we  ever  needed  a 

tt\at  tiiey  lived  or  are  living  at  the  Prince  of  Peace,  we  need 
pinnacle  of  man's  inhiunanity  to  Him  this  Easter, 
his  fellow  man.  The  Civil  War,  where  We  need  a  Prince  of 
advanced  weaponry  met  outdated  tactics.  Peace  to  still  tiie  violence 
would  be  one  extreme  example.  There  was  that  destroy’s  so  many  peo- 
World  VVar  I  and  the  widespread  use  of  pie  —  many  of  whom  go 
devastating  chemical  warfare.  For  sheer  mto  eternity  witfiout  sal- 
volume  of  brutality  on  a  global  scede,  vation.  We  need  a  Prince  of 
World  War  n  would  be  difficult  to  match.  Peace  to  compel  combat- 
Today's  world  situation  most  proba-  ants  to  lay  down  their 
bly  ranks  somewhere  close  to  the  top,  weapons  so  food  and  med- 
however,  because  of  the  global  targeting  icine  and  the  Gospel  can 
of  mnocent  non-combatants.  We  live  in  a  get  to  the  people  who  need 

I  time  that  allows  stateless  terrorist  it  most,  because  that's  inar- 
groups  to  move  about  in  the  shad-  guably  more  important 
ows,  picking  off  children.  man  political  grievances. 

Nary  a  day  goes  by  without  We  need  a  Prince  of 
another  report  of  a  homiade  bomber  Peace  to  teach  ife  that  the 
somewhere  destroying  not  only 
himself  but  everyone  around  him. 

Humanitarian  workers 


Editor's 

Notebook 


omy  skin  deep,  and  that 
our  loving  Heavenly 
Father  loves  us  all.  We 
need  a  Prince  of  Peace  to  ^ 

show  us  how  to  turn  the 
other  cheek,  and  how  two  y'' 
wrongs  don't  make  a  right.  I  * 

We  need  a  Prince  of  |e 

imothy  McVeigh  Peace  to  demonstrate  for  **■ 

s  execution  cyni-  us  how  we  should  raise 
the  babies  mur-  our  children  emd  treat  our  _  /■ 

>ir^  of  Oklahoma  elders,  because  we  no  j-i 

1  Building  were  longer  seem  to  have  that  kJ  LI 
ateral  damage."  knowledge.  We  need  a 
ts  of  many  of  our  Prince  of  Peace  to  intercede  for  the 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Peace  who,  because  he  walked  among  us  as 
one  of  us,  understands  us  better  tfuit  we 
understand  ourselves.  Thank  God  we  have  a 
Prince  of  Peace  who  serves  even  today  as  the 
perfect  example  of  what  our  Heaventy  Father 
expects  of  us.  Thank  God  diat  our  ftirKe  of 
Peace  is  sufficient  to  defeat  the  Evil  and 
save  us  from  ein  eternity  of  damnation. 

On  this  Easter,  let  us  lift  our  voices  in 
praise  to  God  and  Son,  and  pray  that  all 
the  people  of  the  world  will  one  day  soon 
know  the  peace  we  know  that  has  been  so 
freely  given  to  us  by  the  Savior. 

Hail,  Prince  of  Peace! 
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Guest  Opinion 


A  few  days  later  we  went 
north  to  Pontyceln  to  visit 
William  Williams'  birthplace. 
He  wrote  the  text  to  Guide  Me, 
O  Thou  Great  Jehovah,  150 
years  before  John  Hughes 
wrote  the  tune  to  which  we 
now  sing  those  words. 
Williams  was  a  very  popular 
preacher  and  singer,  me  histo¬ 
rian  John  Julian  referred  to  him 
as,  "The  Sweet  Singer  of 
Wales."  It  is  said  that  mlliams 
was  to  Wales  what  Paul 
Gerhard  t  was  to  Germany  and 
Issac  Watts  was  to  England. 

A  seventh-generation  daugh¬ 
ter  and  her  family  live  in 
Williams'  birthplace.  She  very 

gadously  invited  us  in  to  see  the 
autifuOy  constructed  house. 
Williams  was  bom  there  and 
lived  there  his  entire  life,  even 
though  he  traveled  through 
Wales  doing  evangelistic  work 
for  over  50  years. 

As  I  looKed  at  his  desk,  I  felt 
the  power  of  his  most  famous 
hymns.  1  looked  over  in  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  living  room  and  saw  a 
luide  breathtaking  grandfather  dock. 
>vah.  We  comment  on  its  beauty, 
told  Williams'  great,  great,  great, 
arch,  great,  great,  great,  great  grand- 
rch  a  dauc^ter  softly  said,  "It  was  his." 
fhes'  What  a  thrill,  and  we  were 
there! 


Luovm  musk,  but  today  con¬ 
temporary  music  in  many 
churches  is  replacing  our  hymns 
and  Gospel  songs.  One  of  die 
most  respected  and  successful 
Gospel  songwriters.  Bill  Gaidver, 
said,  "While  there  is  a  high 
degree  of  commitment  and  pas¬ 
sion  among  this  new  generation 
of  songwriters,  it  is  not  always 
resultir^  in  enough  good  and 
original  soi^  wim  pMoscphi- 
cal  and  theological  content  that  is 
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Remembering  the 
great  hymns 

By  Jimmy  McCaleb,  consultant 
Church  Music  Department 
Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 

President  George  W.  Bush's  ^ 

signature  on  April  1  made  it 

onicial:  federal  law  now  rec-  T 

ognizes  an  unborn  child  as  a 

victim  when  he  or  she 

harmed  or  killed  in  a  crime 

against  a  pregnant  woman. 

The  Unborn 

marks  a 

turnaround,  in  that  federal  law 
has  not  treated  an  unborn  child 
as  a  victim  when  he  or  she  dies 

as  a  result  of  an  against  I 

or  murder  the  mother  — 

even  states 

laws  that  recognize  the 

killing  an  unborn 

murder  some 

"This  omission  in  the  law  has 
led  to  clear  Bush 

said.  "The  death  of  an  innocent,  DEFENDING  THE  UNBORN  —  President  George  W.  Bush 
unborn  child  has  too  often  been  signs  the  Unborn  Victims  of  Violence  Act  on  April  1  as  supporters 
treated  as  a  detail  in  one  crime  look  on  (fromjeft):  Senators  Mike  DeWine  and  Orrin  Hatch, 
but  not  a  crime  in  itself.  As  of  Representative  Melissa  Hart  and  several  individuals  from  families 
today,  the  law  of  our  nation  will  who  have  lost  unborn  children,  Carol  and  Buford  Lyons,  Sharon 
acknowledge  the  plain  fact  that  Rocha,  Ron  Grantski,  Tracy  Marciniak-Seavers,  Cynthia  Warner, 
crimes  of  violence  against  preg-  and  Stephanie  Alberts.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  The  White  House) 

nant  woman  often  have  two  - — - - ; - -  ~ 

victims,  and  therefore,  in  those  Tony  Perkir«,  president  of  Saporta,  president  of  the 

cases,  there  are  two  offenses  to  the  Family  Researcn  Council  in  National  Abortion  Federation  in 
be  punished."  Washington,  D.C.,  said  it  Washington,  D.C.  "The  bill 

Pro-life  advocates  applaud-  marked  a  "tremendous  victory  President  Bush  has  signed  into 
ed  the  president's  action,  for  the  pro-life  movement.  We  law  today  is  yet  pother  exam- 
Richard  Land,  president  of  the  are  now  one  giant  step  closer  to  pie  of  the  misleading  tacti^  that 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  &  rebuilding  a  culture  of  life,  opponents  of  a  woman's  right  to 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  where  every  child  —  bom  and  choose  are  willing  to  einploy." 
in  Nashville,  commended  unborn  —  is  mven  the  protec-  The  president  signedT  the  bill 
Bush  for  signing  a  "just  and  tions  they  so  clearly  deserve."  during  a  brief,  yet  emotionally 
compassionate  bill  into  law."  Abortion-rights  advocates  moving  ceremony  in  the  White 
"This  is  a  significant  step  criticized  the  new  law,  even  House.  Seven  men  and  women 
forward  in  reasserting,  for  the  though  it  includes  an  exception  who  had  lost  children  and/or 
unborn,  the  legal  rights  of  all  for  abortion.  They  have  grandchildren  to  violent 
human  beings,^'  Land  said.  "It  expressed  fear  that  its  recogni-  assaults  stood  behind  Bush  as 
is  another  reminder  we  are  tion  of  the  rights  of  the  unborn  he  sMke.  When  he  simed  toe 
slowly  but  surely  winning  the  would  undermine  toe  Supreme  legislation,  they  stood  closely 
battle  for  the  hearts  and  minds  Court's  1973  decisions  lega^-  behind  him,  their  arms  around 
of  the  American  public  when  ing  abortion  through  all  nine  each  other  or  lock^  together, 
it  comes  to  the  personhood  of  months  of  pregnancy.  When  the  president  said  to 

unborn  human  beings.  We  "This  bill  does  nothing  to  pro-  them  in  his  eight-minute 

should  resolve  to  continue  to  tect  women  from  violence  —  speech,  thank  you  all  for  yo^ 
pray  and  work  until  every  instead,  it  is  designed  to  estab-  courage  for  coming  today, '  the 
unborn  child  has  the  same  lish  a  precedent  toat  could  be  180  guests  who  fiUed  toe  East 
protections  under  the  law  that  used  to  take  away  a  woman's  Room  gave  them  a  prolonged 
we  as  adults  possess."  right  to  choose,  said  Vicki  standing  ovation. 
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Sekulow,  who  is  ai 


exdhann  bctwentoe^age  ami  doctaron  toe  ACU 'i 
IDoet  na  fetus  feel  p^?*  Casey  asked  Jctonsocv 
diaaentoetiaiBnt  procedure  In  toe  second  trimester. 
idea,"  JttoruKm  answered.  "Are  you  aware  that  toere  m 
indicating  iha*  the  fetus  painr  ^aked.  IS 
not  seen  those  studies,"  jkihn|Qn  wyMecL  Cssey  to 
whetoer  it  had  evH^crossed  loltoson's  utokl^ltoc^ 


William  B.  Tolar,  vice  president  for  academic  affairs  and  provost  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  is  named  acting  president  after  the  firing  of  Russell 
Dilday.  Tolar  said  his  acceptance  as  acting  president  should  not  be  consid¬ 
ered  an  endorsement  of  Dilday's  March  9  firing  by  the  trustees. 


Southern  Baptist  youths  place  more  importance  on  the  influence  of 
religion  in  their  lives  than  other  youths,  according  to  a  recent  lution- 
al  survey  conducted  among  13  denominations  and  youth-serving 
agencies,  including  the  Soutnen\  Baptist  Convention. 


w4to>' 


A  letter  to  The  Baptist  Record  states:  T  take  it  that  had  the  Holy 
Spirit  wanted  a  three  year  rotation  of  deacons  in  the  church,  then  the 
early  churches  would  have  practiced  it  and  the  Scriptures  would  not 
have  been  silent  about  it.  ...would  God  call  a  pastor  to  preach  and 
then  give  way  three  years  for  a  younger  man?" 


The  Baptist  Rbcx)rd 
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Itawamba  BSU  takes  Spring  break  to  MBTS 


FULTON,  Miss.  (Special)  —  No  beach 
was  in  sight  and  the  suntan  oil  was  absent. 
What  kind  of  spring  break  was  this? 

Welcome  to  paint  brushes,  power 
sprayers,  mulch,  tne  smell  of  paint  thinner, 
and  Kansas  City.  That  was  the  spring  brceik 
for  members  of  the  B^tist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  at  Itawamba  Community  College 
(ICC)  in  Fulton,  who  spent  the  time  doing 
physical  painting  and  landscaping  at 
^dwestem  Seminary  (MBTS). 

"We  loved  it.  This  was  an  opportunity  to 
spend  spring  brccik  helping  someone  else 
instead  of  spending  it  just  on  ourselves," 
■:  ‘KM'l  said  Jonathan  Barnard  of 
Mooreville,  the  BSU 

b^n  the  beacn,  but  wa^ 


Participants  in  Intawamba  Community  College  Baptist  Student  Union  mission  trip 


"Every  other  year  we  try  to  use  the  trip  four  of  the  apartment  complexes  for  family 
doing  physical  labor,"  Burrows  said,  housing  at  the  seminary.  Two  other 
"We've  got  students  at  Itawamba  that  don't  Mississippi  churches  are  scheduled  to  do 
mind  doing  physical  labor  and  they're  similar  projects  later  this  year, 
good  at  it.  We've  done  local  sweat  projects,  "The  labor  that  ICC  provided  was  not 
too.  They  really  enjoyed  the  opportunity  only  quality  work  but  it  saved  us  so  much  in 
and  chance  to  work  with  their  hands."  terms  of  man-hoius  and  material,"  Roth  said. 

Several  other  Mississippi  BSU  groups 
worked  throughout  the  United  States 
typical  occurance  for  spring  bre 
As  for  ICC,  it  was  Ken  Rhod( 


"That's  a  huge  financial  savings  for  us.  Plus, 
a  they  worked  so  well  and  so  fast,  they  actual¬ 
ly  got  more  done  than  we  anticipated." 

_ _  les,  director  MBTS  President  Phil  Roberts  also  spoke 

Amanda  Garrett  of  Aber-  of  missions  mobilizatitm  for  MBCB,  who  to  the  students  individually  and  collective- 
deen,  Amanda  Campbell  contacted  Dennis  Roth  at  Midwestern  ly  as  the  seminary  provided  a  lunch  ses- 
of  Saltillo,  Andi  Burrows  Seminary  about  the  work  potential,  sion  for  the  ICC  students.  However,  a  cou- 
of  Dorsey,  Kristen  Cox  of  Burrows  contacted  Rhodes,  who  helped  pie  of  the  local  restaurants  in  Kansas  City 
Pontotoc,  Stefanie  Yield-  coordinate  the  details  and  provide  sup^ii  got  the  typical  college  student  workout, 
ing  of  Fulton,  Charity  through  Mississippi  Baptists.  The  down  time  also  included  a  trip 

Barker  of  Amory,  Brandi  appreciate  the  financial  support  of  through  the  area  to  see  a  few  of  the  city  s 

Watkins  of  Columbus,  Mississippi  Baptists,  more  them  th^  could  many  fountains,  as  well  as  Arrowhead 
Rena  Powell  of  Houlka,  know,".  Burrows  said*  "One  thing  that ,,  Stadium  and  Royals  Stadium. 

impressed  the  people  at  Midwestern  was  the  "There  really  wasn't  much  fr^  time,  but 
fact  our  students  and  diurches  in  our  state  what  we  had,  we  enjoyed,"  Amanda 
paid  their  own  money  to  come  and  work.  We  Garrett  said.  "It  was  defmitely  a  work  trip, 
als^rovided  funds  for  materials."  but  we  had  the  opportunity  to  do  some- 

The  students  mulched,  repaired,  and  thingfor  the  Lord  and  for  the  Lord's  peo- 
lainted  the  faculty  and  administration  ple.^at  made  this  a  great  spring  break. 
“  ....  ..  ...  forget." 


Leslie  Spears  of  Thaxton, 
and  Jordan  Simmons  of  Pontotoc. 

BSU  Director  Chris  Burrows  and  Music 
Leader  Emily  Comer  of  Dorsey  served  as 
the  team  leaders.  The  2004  trip  marked  the 
fourth  year  for  ICC  to  do  the  spring  break  painted  the  faculty  and  administration  pi 
mission  trip  throughout  the  United  States,  ouildlng  parking  lot,  as  well  as  painted  It 


HAVE  BRUSH,  WILL  TRAV¬ 
EL  —  Amanda  Garrett  of  the 
Itawamba  Community  College 
Baptist  Student  Union  paints  a 
stairway  rail  at  Midwestern 
Seminary  in  Kansas  City, 
where  the  group  traveled  for  a 
working  spring  break  trip.  (BR 
photo  courtesy  of  Itawamba 
Community  College  BSU) 


Miss.  College  students  venture  to  New  York  City 


CLINTON,  Miss.  (Special)  comers  and  in  the  subway  sys-  crossing  the  street  laughed  hys-  The  team  claimed  Psalm  67 
—  Seventeen  students  and  two  tern,  they  passed  out  packs  of  terically  at  her,"  Sheppard  said,  as  their  prayer  for  the  week, 
^onsors  from  Mississippi  gum,  granola  bars,  and  Cod' used  that  pigeon,  however,  which  is  a  passage  that  asks 
College  (MC)  in  Clinton  ven-  Christian  magazines  with  a  to  enable  Harms  to  begin  a  con-  God  to  show  his  blessing  in 
hired  to  the  Big  Apple  during  flyer  about  The  Journey  versation  with  Joseph  out  led  to  order  that  all  nations  may 
their  2004  spring  break  to  work  attached  to  them.  him  returning  to  church  after  30  know  Him. 

with  New  Hope  New  York  "Free?"  "What's  the  catch?"  years  of  being  out  of  fellowship  "So  many  nations  are  rep- 

(NHNY),  an  organization  that  "Is  it  safe?"  The  responses  they  with  the  body  of  Christ.  He  left  resented  in  New  York  City, 
helps  to  equip  metro  area  received  were  astonishing.  that  street  comer  reading  God's  We  didn't  have  to  leave  the 
chiuches  for  ministry.  "People  are  used  to  oeing  Word  wifii  a  new  outlook  on  life,  country  to  reach  the  nations," 

Working  primaruy  with  a  handed  flyers,  but  they're  not  "I  learned  that  sometimes  said  ^  Christy  Carley,  the 

contemporary  church  called  used  to  receiving  free  things,  we're  the  ones  holding  back  team's  leader. 

The  Journey,  these  It  completely  throws  them  off  when  others  are  wilfing  to  "New  Yorkers  are  lonely 
Mississippians  were  chal-  guard,''  saici  John  Troy,  direc-  talk,"  said  Shepherd.  individuals  surrounded  by 

lenged  to  open  their  eyes  to  see  tor  of  community  outreach  Team  member  Amanda-  crowds  of  prople.  I  believe  that 

the  way  Gm  is  moving  in  a  for  The  Joum^.  Paige  Whittington  experienced  sometimes  it  took  us  moving 

world  tar  different  from  the  Despite  the  falling  snow  and  a  similar  understanding.  As  she  rocks  just  so  other  people  could 
comfortable  South.  numerous  rejections,  these  stu-  --^t  off  ttie  subway  for  the  last  plant  seeds,"  Byers  said. 

"I've  learned  that  God  can  dents  experienced  divine  '  Bme  before  boarding  the  air-  As  the  Mississmpi  College 

use  me  anywhere,  aiw  time  and  appointments  and  made  thou-  plane  to  come  back  home,  she  team  experiencea  the  enor- 

in  any  way,"  said  MC  freshman  sands  of  contacts  before  the  noticed  a  man  begging  for  mous  size  of  the  mission  field 

Cheryl  Byers  after  returning  week  was  over.  Occasionally,  a  money  to  buy  a  subway  pass,  they  had  entered,  they  were 

from  New  York  City.  passerby  would  stop  long  Still  Having  a  few  rides  left  on  able  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 

Miraissq^pi  Collie  is  affiliat-  enough  for  a  conversation  to  her  metro  card,  she  handed  it  to  vision  of  NHN  i,  and  the  way 
ed  witfi  die  Mississippi  Baptist  turn  mto  a  Gicfipel  presentation,  him,  but  not  without  also  plac-  God  is  calling  young  men  and 
Convention  and  supported  by  C^e  such*  incident  occurred  ing  a  Bible  in  his  hands.  women  from  all  over  the 

gifts  to  the  Mississippi  as  MC  students  Katie  Sheppard  "God's  word  speaks  for  United  States  to  play  a  role  in 

Cooperative  Program.  and  Erica  Harms  were  passing  itself,"  Whittington  said.  seei^  it  come  to  fruition. 

Tne  team  usc3  prayer  walk-  out  magazines  near  a  collie  New  York  City's  five  ^r-  rocked  my  world  this 

ing  and  an  outreach  tool  campus  when  a  pigeon  sprint-  oug^  contain  more  than  eight  week,"  freshman  Jenny 
known  as  "servant  evange-  ed  straight  for  their  heads.  millicm  people,  a  number  ttiat  Savely  said.  "He  can  and  will 
lism"  to  reach  New  Yorkers.  "Erica  ducked  to  the  pound  can  be  overwhelming  as  a  tourist  use  anybody.  The  need  for 
Standing  on  Manhattan  street  in  fear,  amd  a  man  named  Joseph  and  especially  as  a  missionary.  willing  hearts  is  so  big." 


Easter  •  the  Taking  Season 


Christmas  is  the  season  of 
giving.  A  thousands  times, 
&om  October  through 
December,  you  will  hear  adver¬ 
tisements  and  see  articles  on 
Christmas  being  the  time  of  the 
year  when  givmg  seems  to  be 
the  priority  in  our  hear^ 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Merchants  are  keenly  aware 
that  if  they  do  not  make  it  at 

Christmas,  they  will  not  make  sequence  of  that  sin  simply 
it!  Families  and  friends  become  involving  the  death  that  came 
aware  of  the  fact  that  it  is  to  one  and  possibly  the  capture, 
important  to  give  the  right  gift,  prosecution,  £md  imprisonment 
Now,  while  Christmas  is  the  for  the  other  one?  Absolutely 
season  for  "giving/'  it  might  not! 

rightly  be  said  that  taster  is  me  Think  about  what  ^t  one 
season  of  "taking."  sin  does  to  all  the  relationships 

Easter  week.  Good  Friday,  of  the  man  who  was  killed  -  his 

guiet  Saturday,  and  triumphant  parents,  wife,  children,  broth- 
aster  Sunday  is  a  reflective  ers  and  sisters,  work  associates, 
time  when  everyone  of  us  social  relationships,  old  school 
ought  to  give  our  attention  to  buddies,  and  the  Father  in 
"tal^g."  Jesus  took  our  sin  Heaven!  That's  just  the  begin- 
and  its  consequences  when  He  ning.  On  the  other  hand,  thmk 
went  to  the  cross,  hung  there,  about  how  all  the  prople  who 
bled,  and  died.  He  literally  know  and  are  associated  wi^ 
became  sin.  He  took  all  of  our  the  murderer.  How  does  his 
sins,  all  of  yovus  emd  mine,  and  mom  and  dad  deal  with  such 
the  sins  of  the  world,  every  one  an  act?  What  of  the  shame  that 
of  them  upon  His  body.  He  comes  to  his  brothers  and  sis- 
who  knew  no  sin  became  sin  ters?  What  about  his  comp^- 
for  us!  That  is  what  the  ion,  his  children,  « 
Scripture  says  and  it  is  true.  friends,  and  on  and  on  the  ten- 
Now,  taking  our  sins  upon  tacle  of  his  sin  reaches  out. 
Himself,  we  sometimes  do  not  Now,  take  a  sin  like  adultery. 


When  Jesus  died  on  the  looked  into  the  dregs  of  the  cup 
cross.  He  paid  all  of  our  sin  debt  that  would  lead  to  His  death 
and  made  provisions  for  sin's  and  He  prayed,  "If  it  be  possi- 
consequences  not  to  have  hold  ble,  let  tfvis  cup  pass  from  me." 
on  us.  We  can  be  freed  and  we  Easter  is  tfie  announcement  ttuit 
can  have  new  life  in  Him.  death  and  its  clutches  cannot 
Thanks  be  to  God  for  Easter  and  keep  Jesus,  nor  those  who  trust 
the  "taking"  Jesi^.  He  also  in  Him!  Out  of  that  experience 
takes  our  death  and  its  fear,  of  taking  away  deadi  and  its 
The  Scripture  says  that  die  last  fear,  Jesus  comM  to  give  grace 
enemy  that  should  be  destroyed  sufficient  as  you  face  deaffi,  arid 
is  death.  Time  and  time  again  as  you  go  throagh  <he  steps  to 
we  have  watched  as  death  nas  arrive  at  the  ena  and  open  the 
reached  down  With  its  icy  fin-  door  to  eternity's  beginnmg. 
gers  and  snatched  aw^  some-  Thank  God  that  Easter  is  a  time 
one  we  dearly  loved.  Someone  of  "taking." 
with  whom  we  have  laughed.  Let  me  share  one  final 
talked,  planned,  prayed,  and  thought  about  what  is  taken 
shared  lue  -  ffien  it  is  over.  We  away  at  Easter.  Easter  is  a  time 
didn't  want  it  to  be  over.  We  did  when  Jesus  takes  away  "the 
not  even  know  how  to  deal  end."  Life  has  a  begiiming  and 
with  life's  conclusion.  Then  is  marked  by  "the  end.'  God 
and  his  Jesus  comes  and  takes  death  annovmced  at  Easter  that  for 
and  its  fear  away  from  us.  eveiy  believer  there  would 

Recently,  a  dear  Christian  come  a  traiwiMon  time  that  may 
friend  who  lived  a  wonderful  appear  to  be  the  end  but  it 
life  for  our  Lord  was  coming  to  would  be  a  beginning, 
the  sunset  of  his  days  ana  he  I  was  walling  through  an 
asked  me,  "Do  you  ever  fear  old  country  cemetery  one  day 
death?"  I  answered  him  as  hon-  and  I  came  across  a  ^ave  that 
estly  as  I  knew  how  telling  him,  had  etched  in  a  granite  rock, 
"No,  I  do  not  live  in  dread  and  "For  the  Christian,  d6ath  is 
fear  of  death."  Yet,  I  wanted  but  the  door  from  life  to  life." 
him  to  understand  that  I  had  That  is  the  Easter  story  and 
not  faced  deaffi  sitting  on  my  you  and  I  need  to  remember 
front  doorstep  like  he  was.  On  and  celebrate,  and  share  dial 
sure.  I've  hacf  close  calls  and  at  Jesus  Christ  came  at  Eastei 
times  I  have  had  diii^  in  my  and  took  away  the  end  and 
life  that  I  wonderedT  if  they  with  Him  we  shall  reign  for 
would  spiral  into  dfeaffi.  But,  ever,  and  ever.  Halleluiah! 


McDonnall  describes  first  minutes  after  ambush 


paper  reach  out,  as  though  inviting  a  i^arne  amyea  m  me  uiiuci 

nug.  Between  the  arms,  messages  of  love  heavy  sedation,  her  parents  prayed  specif- 
and  encouragement  nestle,  lovingly  ically  that  the  medicd  team  selectaxi  to 
written  by  children  from  Cedar  Ridge  work  with  her  would  include  believers. 
Church  in  Thomasville,  N.C.  "I  knew  believers  [in  Jesus]  would 

These  "hugs"  are  especially  appropri-  understand"  why  she  had  been  in  Iraq  and 
ate  for  Carrie,  herself  a  "hugger,"  and  her  need  for  prayer,  said  Margaret  Taylor, 
they  reflect  the  loving  care  God  has  pro-  Carrie's  mother.  TTie  offiers  wouldn't, 
vided  since  the  attack  in  Mosul,  Iraq,  on  One  of  the  doctors  Taylor  idenwed 
March  15  that  took  the  life  of  her  hus-  early  as  a  believer.  "He  paused  in  tlw  d^r- 
band  David  and  three  other  humanitari-  way  and  seemed  to  pray  with  us"  when 
an  aid  workers  with  the  International  Carrie  arrived,  Taylor  said,  "and  let^  us 
Mission  Board.  know  Carrie  would  be  in  God's  haiids. . 

The  first  demonstration  of  God's  care  About  a  week  later,  his  responsttiilitiw 
for  her  came  as  three  Iraqi  men  whom  with  Carrie  complete,  this  doctor  told 
she  didn’t  know  overcame  Islamic  cul-  Taylor  ttiat  he'd  bera  called  to  medical  m^ 
tural  taboos  to  pull  her  from  the  vehicle  sions  as  a  12-year-old  and  intends  to  ful^ 
and  support  her  crumpled, .  bleeding  that  call  when  he  retires.  Early  on,  another 
body  in  a  taxi  as  it  raced  to  the  hospitaL  doctor  identffied  himself  as  a  memberof 
Muslim  men  are  not  permitted  to  touch  First  Church  in  Dallas  and  assured  Carrie 
women  who  are  not  family  members,  "but  that  he  and  his  wife  were  praying  for  her. 
these  men  treated  me  like  a  sister,"  Carrie  "God  has  put  her  with  people  wlw  luve 
said.  "Thw  made  sure  my  skirt  covered  my  supported  her  physically,  but  also  spiritu- 
ankles.  They  kept  me  modest."  ally,  Taylor  s^d.-  «  j 

One  man  gently  stroked  her  hair,  brush-  have  felt  the  prayers,  Qurie  s^. 

ing  it  back  from  her  face,  comforting  her  "We've  been  receiving  cards  and  votes  am 
w^e  tihe  offiers  help^  stabilize  her  shat-  people  all  over  the  United  Sta^  .^u^Gcm  is 
tered  leg  and  arm  during  ffie  trip.  buying  ^  through  ^ ^ 

At  tlS  hMpital,  U5.  military  personnel  been  reading  in  2  Corinthians  before  me 

«•  *  _ s  ^ _ t-  _ nnn.-MAr>fllr»fr  jila^i'slas^  wmfm 


RECOVERING  —  Carrie  McDonnall  (right),  shown  in  a  video 
tap^  in  Iraq  with  her  husband  David  before  they  were  ambushed 
near  Mosul,  continues  recovering  at  a  Dallas  hospital  from  Injuries 
sustained  in  the  March  15  drive-by  attack.  David  McDonnall  was 
killed  in  the  hail  of  automatic  gunfire,  along  with  Karen  Watson  and 
Larry  and  lean  Elliott.  All  five  workers  were  in  Iraq  under  the  aus¬ 
pices  of  the  International  Mission  Board.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 

Carrie  underwent  surgery  March  30  for 
a  skin  graft  on  her  left  and  to  have  a 
plate  put  in  her  right  forearm,  which  will 
proviae  additional  support  for  bones  shat¬ 
tered  in  ffie  attack.  She  suffered  serious 


were  call^  in,  arid  Carrie  questioned  the 
first  soldiers  who  arrived.  "1a)  you  believe 
in  Jesus?"  she  asked.  "Pray  for  us." 


Aprils,  2004 


|l  SI  I  OK  I  III  Rl  ( OKI) 


Rl A  IVAI  s  &  Homi  comixcs 


8:30  am  Pre-registration  is  $15 
for  tile  general  piiblk  and  $10  for 

■  WCC  ✓  students. 
Registrati(»i  is  $20  on 
race  day.  Prizes  will  be 

_ awarded  in  each  of  tiie 

six  age  groups.  For  more 
information,  call  (601) 
3^771  or  (601)  318- 


Resolutions 
period  opens 
on  April  15 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBQ  Resolutions  Committee  is 
now  accepting  proposed  reso¬ 
lutions  for  the  2004  SBC  annu¬ 
al  meeting  in  Indianapolis. 

In  keeping  with  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  SBC  Bylaw  20 
approved  during  the  2002  SBC 
annual  meeting  in  St.  Louis, 
the  procedure  is  as  follows: 

•  Proposed  resolutions  may 
be  submitted  as  early  as  April 
15  but  no  later  than  15  days 
prior  to  the  SBC  annual  meet- 
ing,  giving  the  Resolutions 
Committee  a  two-week  period 
in  which  to  consider  submis¬ 
sions.  Resolutions  may  no 
longer  be  submitted  during  the 
annual  meeting. 

•  Proposed  resolutions  must 
be  accompanied  by  a  letter 
from  a  church  qualified  to  send 
a  messenger  to  the  SBC  annual 
meeting  certifying  that  the  indi¬ 
vidual  submitting  the  resolution 
is  a  ntember  in  rood  standing. 

•  Proposed  resolutions 
preferably  should  be  submit¬ 
ted  by  e-mail  or  mailed  to  the 
Resolutions  Committee  in  care 
of  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee.  The  drafts  must  be 
typewritten,  titled,  and  dated, 
and  must  include  complete 
contact  information  for  the 
person  and  his  or  her  church. 

•  No  person  will  be 
allowed  to  submit  more  than 
three  resolutions  per  year. 

•  If  a  properly  submitted 
resolution  is  not  forwarded  by 
the  Resolutions  Committee  to 
the  SBC  annual  meeting,  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  niessengers 
would  be  required  to  bring  the 
proposed  resolution  to  the 
convention  floor. 

All  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  SBC  can  be  searctWd  and 
read  on  the  Web  at 
http://www.sbc.net/resolu- 
tions/AMResSearch.asp. 


April  9  at  6:30  p.m.  Jerry  Sager,  hoiurs,  1-4  pjn.  Monday- William  Carey 
minister  of  music,  will  be  Friday,  or  by  appoint-  «  Bohlie  College  will  host  the 

directing.  Steve  Potts,  pastor,  ment,  (601)  3l8-6l%.  *  20th  Armual 

and  Katrina  Marler  will  nar-  Conference  on  the  Elderly 

rate.  CoOpera  Hattiesburg,  a  new  Mississippian  with  a  Mental 

educaticmal  project  consisting  of  Handicap  April  30  from  9  a.m.- 
faculty  and  students  from  4:45  p.m.  in  the  Thomas  Fine 
William  Carey  College  and  tiie  Arts  Building,  Hattiesburg 
University  of  Southern  campus.  Registration  of  $25 
h^ssissippi,  will  present  the  includes  workshims,  lunch, 
Spring  Creek,  musical  Into  tiie  Vwods  in  tiie  and  performances.  Registration 

Philadelphia:  Revival  April  18-  MarmcHiiPaforming  Arts  Center  sheets  are  available  at  the 
21;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-We<f.,  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Hattiesburg  Public  Library  or 
7  p.m.;  Rjmdy  Isbell,  evange-  Matinee  hours  are  available  for  ^  contacting  Paul  Cotton,  498 
list;  Wayne  King,  pastor.  middle  and  senior  high  school  Tuscan  Avenue,  Hattiesburg, 

classes  April  14  and  l5  at  9:30  MS  39401,  or  c^  (601)  318- 
Liberty  Hill,  Pope:  Revival  ajiv  Tickets  are  $5  each  and  can  6416.  VV^-ins  will  be  charged 
April  18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.;  be  reserved  by  calling  (601)  318-  an  additional  $5. 
ni^tly,  7  p.m.;  Bryan  Bailey,  6180  or  -  by  emailing 

Yetiow  Leaf,  Oxford,  preach-  coimie.roberts@wmcarey.edu.  lA^iam  Carey  College  on 
ing;  Robert  Shaw,  West  Marks,  Publicpa^ormances  are  April  16  the  Coast  will  host  100  college 
Marks,  music;  all  are  welcome,  and  17  at  7*30  p.m.  and  April  18  and  high  school  student  volun- 

at  2:30  p.m.  For  reservaticms  or  teers  working  for  Habitat  for 
First,  Maben:  One  Day  infonnation,  call  (601)  266-6725.  Humanity  in  the  Gulfport  area 
Revival  April  18;  worship.  Tickets  are  $16  for  general  admis-  March  through  Jvme.  Students 
concerts,  and  meals;  David  sion  and  $8  for  students.  from  William  Carey  College, 

Platt,  New  Orleans,  La.,  evan-  Mississippi  University  For 

Relist;  Kevin  Williams,  The  William  Carey  College  Women,  Univwsity  of 
Columbus,  musician;  Tommy  Fellowship  of  Christian  Wisconsin,  University  of  St. 
Temple,  pastor.  Athletes  Charity  5K  Run/Walk  Thomas,  University  of  Alabama, 

will  be  held  May  1  at  8  ara.,  Clarksdale  High  School,  and 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Calvary  United  Methodist 

Registration  begins  at  8  am  in  Church  will  use  WCC  a  base  of 
the  front  of  the  Clinton  operations  while  building 


BAPTISTS  BAPTISTS 


Williams  as 
pastor  effec- 
five  March 
15.  Williams 

WUliams  previously 
pastored 
Prospect  Church  and  Hazel 
Church,  Newton  County, 


Buses  For  Sale 


In  order  to  make  room  for  our  new  buses  that 
WILL  BE  ARRivTNO  IN  April.  Bus  Supply  Charters  in 


Large  Selection  •  New  &  Pre-Owned 
TVemendons  Savings  •  Immediate  Delivery 

Check  out  the  Church  Bus  Section  on  our  web  site! 

wyvw.busgroup.com 

Georgia  Louisiana  Mississippi 

866.287.4768  866.726.5142  800.423.8826 


iwM  MSkiOOT  wQunalom.Y? 

Contact  Keith  Sanders  at 

Bus  Supply  Charters 

.  (800)  748-8681 


mi:  RrcoKi) 


Firet  Chiudv  Richton, 
ordained  Maik  Fend  to  the  min¬ 
istry  February  22.  Pictu^  (fixnn 
left)  are  his  wife  Efebbie,  Ford, 
aiui*  Buddy  Keyes,  pastor.  I^rd 
has  been  called  as  pastor  of  Good 
Hcqje  Churdr,  Rkhton. 

Firat  Church,  Richton, 
ordained  Don  Morgan,  miruster 
of  music,  education,  and  senior 
adults,  February  15.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  his  wife  Jan, 
Morgan,  and  Buddy  Keyes,  pas¬ 
tor. 


Debbie  &  Mark  Ford  and  Buddy  Keys,  pastor 


Jan  &  Don  Morgan  and  Buddy  Keya^  pastor 


Date: 

May  4, 2004 
Time:  ^ 

10:30  am  —  2:30  pm* 
Location: 

First  Baptist  Chardi 
BUoxi^MS 

^Lunck  Ml!  bt  PrevUtd 

**Pleasc  pay  by  check  in  advance** 
Cost:  $20.  00 

To:  Galf  Coast  Baptist  Association 
Menoo  Line:  Kingdom  Conference 
Deadline:  April  30, 2004 

For  More  laforroatioo,  Please  Ceotact: 
Oulf  Coast  Bi|>tist  Association 
PO  Box  2369 
(3ul4>ort,  MS,  39505 
Phone:  {HZ)  832-4311 
Email:  gcba@cab1eone.net 


lifeliy  has  the  sohdioM  IS-paswager 
mini-bos  that  meeto  Fhdend  nf^  atandaida. 


INVAOING^THE  KI 
OF 

DARKNESS 


I 

Gulf  Coast  B^dst  Association 
presents; 

Third  Annual 
Leadership  Conference 


PRO,  8,  2004 


A  Biblical  Look  at  Spiritual 
Warfare  in  the  lives  of 
Spiritual  Leaden 


with 


*  Rock  Hill  Church  New  Members  Class,  Mormt  Olive 


Senior  Associate  Dean, 

Billy  Graham  School  of  Evangelism 
Southern  Bcq}tist  Theological  Seminary 


Dr.  Chuck  Lawless 


THE  BaPIBT  RBCOID 


(Ml  pcnh'i  hiis.cop- 


nocK  mu  uiurcti,  Mt  OUve, 
presented  certificates  to  (pic¬ 
tured,  from  left)  lila  Kelly,  Sam 
Sanford,  Mary  HeiitSz,  Misty 
Munn,  aiul  T(M\y  Munn  for  com¬ 
pleting  the  New  Christian  Class. 
Marcus  Burnham  is  pastor. 


The’  youth  of  Rock  Hill 
Church,  Mt.  Olive,  raised 
$543.11  and  collected  paper 
products  for  the  feptist 
Children's  Village.  Kathleen 
Burnham  presents  the  check  to 


S\  s 


lui  75 


Christian  Recording  Artist/Worship  Leader 

Nolan^BIshop 

!ln  Concert 

Aprii  I7th  -  Hebron  Ridge  Baptist  Church 
Qpltman,  MS.. .7:00  pm  'j 

April  25th  -  Noxapater  Baptist  Church 
Noxapater.  MS.. .6:15  &  8:30  pm  j 

M^  2nd  -  Raymond  Road  Baptist  Church 
lackson.  MS.. ..6:00  pm 

For  more  Info,  log  onto  www.nolanblshop.com 


"Hearing  is  Believin 


For  a  FREE  coMuKatfon  call 
Jackson  1  •800-844-1200  or  Hattfesbuig  1-«00444-5e21 
or  go  online  at  www.aiKloaarvlcaa.org 

■essional  Sound  A 

em  Design  and  UmOHLKPl. - 

SEEmCES 

ADMumormamtamuuKHXHwoa 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


Just  for  tml  Rlcord 


Knight,  Bryna  Brown,  Karen 
Sanford,  Lodie  Knight,  and 
Emily  Beach. 

^  J  Liberty  Church,  Lauderdale 

Assodatiov  held  a  deacon  oidi- 
nation  for  Mike  Culpepper 
January  18.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  NUchael  Gibson,  pastor, 
Culpepper,  and  his  wife  Janet. 

recently  ordained  Jason 
Middleton  to  the  nunistry. 

3wiidi,  Brandon  2.^ 

Cedtir  Bluff  Church,  Cedarbluff. 

a  breakfast  to  raise  money  for  He  is  a  full  time  student  at  Blue 
Anne  Armstrong  Easter  Moimtain  College  majormg  in 
Offering.  Pictured  (from  left.  Church  Related  Vocations, 
bottom)  are  Kelly  Perkins,  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Curtis 
Cindy  Hosey,  Tracy  Kendrick,  Middleton,  Tetyy  Partin, 
Pamela  Aycock,  (top)  Cindy  Middleton,  and  Mike  Mathena. 


held  a  groundbreaking  March 
21  for  their  Multi-Purpose 
Building.  The  building  cost  is 
$590,000.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Ron  Magee,  Brian  Rushing, 
John  Bolian,  Pat  Favre,  Ben 
Dedeaux,  Mark  Thomas,  Dave 
Boos,  Troy  Rutledge,  and  A1 
recently  held  a  Valentine  Green,  pastor. 

Banquet  for  dieir  senior  citi¬ 
zens.  The  king  and  queen,  Mt.  Horeb  Church, 
Buddy  Shook,  94,  and  his  wife  Collins,  has  reorganized  their 
Lillie  Shook,  97,  were  crowned.  BYW  organization.  Since 

January,  they  have  donated  to 
First  Church,  Brandon,  the  Sheltered  Woman's 


BYW  Oiganizirtion  of  Mt  Horeb,  Collins 


Michael  Gibson,  pastor;  Mike  &  Janet  Culpepper 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1932  -  2004 


XJU  BRNMN  XJNARIZJO 
NXZU  MJCD  CERQ,  CERH 
CFXC  XIR  AEDGR  JRRU 
JCX:  X  LEHNZVZXJ;  WMC 
CERH  CEXC  XIR  NZVF. 


recently  conducted  a  dty  mission  Home,  Laurel,  and  organized 


M.  Middleton,  T.  Partin,  J.  Middleton,  and  ML  Matfiena 


1 

i 

F 

1 

Obitlaky 


Fllst  Church  Ground  Breaking,  Bay  St  Louis 


GMFR  KZSR:  CEZICH-DjR 


For  The  ‘^Right  Deal”  On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  Bill  Clark 

601-992-4149  gglo|iod|OM 
601-750-2364 


due:  Z  *  / 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and.exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  John  8:24 


James  E.  Watts,  75,  a  retired  Church,  Jackson 
minister,  died  suddenly  March  Church,  Morton. 
23  at  Scott  Regional  Hospital,  Branch  Church 
Morton.  Services  were  neld  remained  active 
March  26  at  Springfield  area  diiuches  unt 
Chvuch,  Morton,  wim  burial  in  Prior  to  ente 
die  church  cemetery.  istry.  Watts  serve 

Watts  was  a  native  of  in  ^  Army  fre 
Brookhaven  and  a  graduate  of  While  stationed 
West  Lincoln  Hiw  School,  served  as  a  volui 
Clarke  Colley,  William  Carey  pastor  at  Waiki 
College,  and  New  Orleaiu  Honolulu,  whicl 
Baptist  Theological  Seminaiy.  was  a  foreign  mii 
After  entering  die  fuU-tune  He  was  an  act 
ministry,  he  served  more  ttum  the  V.F.W.  Po 
forty  years  as  a  pastor  in  the  fol-  Morton, 
lowing  churenes;  Prospect  Survivats  inc 
Churen,  Rkhton;  Runnelstown  Wnihed  (Wnnie) 


RiteWay  Biis  Sales 


pastor.  Masters  degree  and  five  (5)1 


Brandon,  MS  is  seeking  a  nutuie  Christian 
individual  or  couple  to  make  a  kx^-term 
oommitmerrt  to  serve  as  youth  leader(s)  on 
a  bi-\ocational  basis.  Please  mail  your 
resume  to:  175  Stonecasde  Drive, 
Brandon,  MS  39047  or  email 


years  experience  preferred.  Send 
resume  and  letter  of  interest  to:  West 
Laurel  Baptist  Church,  1400  W.  5th 
Street,  Laurel,  MS  39440,  attn:  Mel 

Odom,  by  May  29,  2004. _ 

EAST  MOSS  POINT  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  in  Moss  Point,  Miss.,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  pastor.  Please  mail 
resume  to:  pastor  search  committee, 
7842  Misty  Meadow  Drive,  Moss 

Point,  MS  39563. _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  FIRST 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  MAGNOLIA, 
Miss.,  126  South  Clark  St.,  Magnolia, 
MS  39652, 


GRANDVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
900  S.  Pearson  Road,  Pearl,  Miss., 
seeks  bi-vocational  minister  of  music. 

Call  (601)  939-4215. _ _ 

SEEKING  PART-TIME  MINISTER  of 
music  and  youth  for  Furrs  Baptist 
Church,  Pontotoc,  Miss.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Bobbie  (aggers,  5279  Hwy 

6  E,  Pontotoc,  MS  38863. _ 

WEST  LAUREL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  is 
accepting  applications  for  full-time 


Pike  Association.  Now 
seeking  resumes  for  full  or  part-time 
youth  minister.  Call  (601)  783-3391. 


The  Baptbt  Rbcxiro 
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Just  for  the  Record 


WWW 


Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
recently  held  a  youth  valen¬ 
tine  banquet.  Memories.  They 
went  down  memory  lane  to 
the  50s  and  60s  to  JC's  diner, 
fun  music,  skits,  and 
reminders  of  who  first  loved 
us.  Pictured  are  the  youth. 
Tony  Morrow  is  pastor. 


Leakesville  Church  Deacon  Ordination,  Leakesville 


Holly  Church,  Corinth  Youdi  Valentine  Banquet 


Christ  of 
Passion  April 
11  at  10  a.m. 
Services  will 
be  held  at  the 
Rankin  County 
Multi-Purpose 
Pavilion.  For 
more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601) 
825-2562. 


&  Spring  Hill 

Church, 
ty  Oakland, 

recently  hon¬ 
ored  Lewis  Brewer  for  47 
years  of  dedicated  service  as 
a  deacon.  Pictured  with 
Brewer  is  his  wife,  Elwanda. 


Friendship  Church,  Aberdeen 


women's  conference, 

I  from  7-9  p.m.  and  Saturday 

Ri^o^^§  lead.  Admis^^ 

Lewis  and  Elwanda  Brewer  family  life  cot- 

ter  .  February  29.  Hq 
left)  are  Travis,  Chubby  Pictured  (in  the  middle)  HB 
Lowery,  pastor,  and  Glass.  are  Roniw  Kimbrough,  |H 

Michael  Dickerson,  and 
Crossgates  Church,  members  of  Auburn  for  40 

Brandon,  will  celebrate  The  plus  years.  .  _ 


Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
recently  observed  Baptist 
Men's  Day  with  a  special 
men's  choir  and  guest 
speaker  David  Dodd  who 
issued  a  challenge  to  step 
forward  for  Christ. 

Robinson  Church,  Liberty, 
ordained  Aubrey  Travis  and 
George  Glass  as  deacons 
February  29.  Pictured  (from 


Auburn  Church  Note  Burning,  llipelo 


Holly  Church  Men's  Day,-Corinth 


street  level,  no  steps,  breathtaking  We  address  Physical,  Inner,  Family,  Social, 


and  Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 


preschool  furniture  for  sell.  Priced  rea-  TOMBSTONE  CLEANING,  CARPET,  &  view,  sleeps  6,  no  pets.  Call  (888)  879-  Financial,  and  Intellectual  wellness,  join  us 

sonablv, •call  (601)  372-5188.  CHIMNEY  CLEANING.  .Also,  water  0388  or  Bucmom710aol.cofn. _  at  www.ourhealthfcjlhome.c<Vn. _ 

FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  removal.  Contact  Richard  Sims  with  R  CHILOREN/VOUTH  DIRECTOk:  local  POSITION  AVAILABLE  -  FIRST  BAPflSf; 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  &  R  Steam  Cleaning.  Phone  (601)  892-  Methodist  church  in  need  of  HOMBI,  LOUISIANA  seeks  kill-time  minis- 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  1622  or  cell  phorw  (601)  506-6017.  childrerVVouth  director.  Duties  irKlude  ter  of  youth  and  education.  Respond  with 
Insurance,  wvvw.christumer-ins.com.  SEBREN'S  SIDING,  IAQCSON,  MISS.  Wednesday  &  Sunday  night  activities,  lesume,  photo,  etc.,  to:  search  committee, 
aiTOBfUW  f  HFATHUnf  var ATION  am-  Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl  jn  addition  to  planning  summer  Bible  First  Baptist  Church,  406  West  Main  St, 
dos,  www.gul(shorescondt3s.com.  All  sizes,  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  patio  coven,  school  program.  Salary  negotiable  Horner^  ^ 

Sprir^  special.  TVso  night  weekend,  $140XX).  scieeryglass  rooms.  (601)  992-2092  or  (800)  based  upon  experiervce  and  qualifica-  AMaK>5fAi»llMC«cAMNG(3wiriianlong 
four  vveek  nighs,  $210X)0.  EfRciericy  unit  (2  453^2994.  Don  A  Rita  Sebren,  owners.  tions.  Send  resume  to:  Joe  Lofton,  91 2  dntanre  oornpariyi  3.9hwUt  no  irorShly  fees, 
adults  2  kids)  good  thnj  5/27,  (205)  55W)368.  HEIDaBBtG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian.  Fox  Run  Road,  Meridian,  MS  39305.  No  codes  or  lesttidkms,  6  second  billing. 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations  DO  YOU  ENJOY  THE  ^OOLYt  Join  us  250,000  happy  cuBomeis.  ToBlne  (866)  587- 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  bul-  to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800?  3^2705.  in  making  a  real  difference  In  the  8346orv»vvwxDVHTarRphonesetvioe<xm 
letins  and  hymnokals.  For  more  infbrma-  BRANDSON,  MISSOURI  tdNOO,  lives  of  the  elderly.  Non-medical  HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
tkm  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  walk-in,  smoke-free,  no  pets,  two  bed-  companionship  and  help  in  their  church  wmJows,  reworking  and  repair, 
455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone  room,  two  bath,  sleeps  6,  washer/dryer,  homes.  Flexible  day,  evening  and  Columbut^adaon,  (877)  477-1899. 


for  churches  and  homes. 
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Major  leaguers  see  movie  as  outreach  tool 


also  knew  that 
his  involve¬ 
ment  might 
keep  some 
players  away. 


and  McLane 
said  he  was 
pleased  with 
the  outcome. 

"It  seemed 
to  have  a  real 
impact  on 
many  of 


some  questions  afterward," 
said  New  York  Mets  pitcher 
Braden  Looper  during  spring 
training  in  Florida.  "It  was  a 

fjreat  outreach.  I  think  we  had 
ike  50  guys  and  their  wives 
show  up." 

Looper  arranged  for  their 
teammates  to  see  the  movie 
during  spring  training  by  rent¬ 
ing  out  a  movie  theater  or  by 
handing  out  free  tickets. 

Atlanta  Braves  pitcher  John 
Smoltz  had  a  glowing  review  of 
the  film.  "It  is  the  most  defining 
movie  for  what  we  stand  for 
and  what  we  believe,"  Smoltz 
said.  "The  Gospel  was  not  com¬ 
promised  at  all  for  the  sake  of 
HoUpavood." 

Most  of  his  teammates  went 
to  the  movie  the  night  Smoltz 
rented  the  theater,  and  he 
thinks  The  Passion  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  have  a  significant  impact 
on  those  who  see  if  for  a  long 
time.  "It  should  force 
Christians  to  live  a  life  filled 
with  passion  and  joy  for  heir 
salvation,"  Smoltz  said. 

"God's  glory  will  shine 
through  this  movie,"  he  said. 
"The  financial  investment  was 
,  v,  o  ^  nothing  compared  to  the  life 

to  go  that  ma)ime  could  ask  changing  opportunities." 


So,  he  enlisted 
the  help  of 
outfielder 


them," 
McLane  said. 

Houston 
shortstop 
Adam  Everett 
was  one  of 
those  who 
went  with  his 
team  to  see 
the  movie. 

"It  was 
powerful," 
Everett  said. 
"I  don't  know 
if  there's 
I  another  word 
to  describe  it. 
If  you  didn't 
come  out  of  there  teary-eyed,  I 
felt  like  there  was  something 
wrong,  because  I  came  out  cir 
there  teary-eyed.  You  can't 
really  imagine  what  (Tesusl 


only  his  teammates  on  the  big  Berkman,  the 
lea^e  te<un,  but  also  the  minor  self-pro  - 
leaguers  and  their  wives.  "We  claimed  "tick- 
have  Bible  studies,  and  I  think  etmaster"  for  ^ 
this  is  going  to  be  a  good  first  the  event.  ^ 
study  and  kind  of  open  the  "I  don't  - '  '•* 
doors  to  everybody,"  Matheny  think  neces-  ^ 
said.  "I  know  that  people  are  sarily  it's  a  _ 
going  to  ask  questions."*  great  evange- 

Matheny  was  hopeful  that  fistic  tool, 
both  the  movie  and  his  gesture  other  than  it's  • 
would  be  received  well  liy  his  an  icebre^er,  V 
teammates.  "One,  the  movie's  it's  a  topic  of  'Sl  a 
powerful  enough  that  it's  going  conversation  ,  \ 
to  speak  for  itself,"  Matheny  —  kind  of  a  ^  - 
said.  "Two,  maybe  they  see  the  segue  into  pre- 
commitment  of  me  renting  out  senting  the 
a  theater  and  that  may  get ^em  Gospel,"  Berkman  said.  "I 
to  ask  some  questions  why  this  think  really  it  would  have  an 
means  so  much,  and  I  d  love  impact  on'  the  lukewarm 
the  opportunity  to  share  with  befiever  or  the  nominal 
them  why  it  does."  Christian." 

Houston  Astros  owner  Berkman  added  that  the 
Drayton  McLane,  a  Southern  movie  was  "a  hot  topic  of  con- 
Baptist  deacon,  wanted  his  versation  in  the  locxer  room" 
players  to  see  the  movie,  but  he  for  a  couple  of  days  afterward. 

Team  chaplain:  Pitcher  a  ^shining  example'  of  faith 

^i^fw ^ stored  trying  to  live  for  Christ."  Maroth  said.  "This  is  where  I'm Lppo& 

^  rebance^jMi  God  is  what  got  him  to  be.  This  is  where  God  placed  me.  Ifl  wa- 
for  a  Maior  ^agu«  Brian  through  the  difficult  season,  and  Maroth  to  quit  or  decide  I'm  eoine  to  stoo  tha 

Kinm^  tost  20  gam»  for  Oakland  ml^.  took  comfort  in  verses  like  James  1:2-3  that  would  have  been  my^d^sion  and  no 

promise  God's  presence  in  the  midst  of  tri-  God's  decision.  That's^ \he  way  I  look  at  it 
mal  43-119  record  but  from  a  spintual  per-  ak.  He  knew  that  despite  the  hard  times.  God  had  nni  in 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  foigiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freed^  finom  eternal 

__  death. 

(I  repent-) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 

forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  rel&ionship  with  you. 

(/  betieve  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  chU^n  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


Matheny 


ml  for  the  season  that 
would  give  other  pitchers 
nightmares.  He  says  it 
sharpened  his  faith  and 
allowed  him  to  display 
that  faith  for  others  to  see. 

"The  best  thing  that 
happened,  probably,  was 
that  people  kept  an  eye 
on  me,'^  Maroth  said. 
"They  wanted  to  see  how 
I  handled  it." 

Maroth  didn't  let  the 
losing  get  '  to  him. 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


teach  us  some- 
tihing  or  get  our 
attention,  f  had  to 
really  stay  close  to 
the  Lora  during 
diat  time  so  I  did¬ 
n't  start  falling 


knew  that  it  was  going  to 
be  a  pretty  hard  year  utst 
year,  being  so  young," 
said  Maroth,  an  Orlando 
native  who  attends  church  at  Windermere 
(Fla.)  First  Baptist  Church.  "We  didn't  Imow 
what  to  exp^,  but  nobody  expected  that 
we  were  going  to  go  through  what  we  did." 

Jeff  Totten,  the  basebiu  chapel  leader  Trammel  a] 
for  the  Detroit  Tigers,  said  Maroth  was  a 
shining  example  of  faithfulness  through¬ 
out  the  season.  "Mike  was  very  faithml 
throughout  the  entire  year,  faithful  to 
Christ  and  faithful  to  his  teammates  and 
his  profession,"  Totten  said.  "It  took 
some  courage  and  some  humility  at 


a  sudden  turn  the 
other  way  when 

Maroth 

through  struggles 
and  look  the  other  way  and  by  to  do  U  on 
our  own." 

He  certainly  had  the  opportunity  to  do 
it  on  his  own,  when  Tigers  manager  Alan 
Trammel  approached  Maroth  about  shut¬ 
ting  down  the  season  prematurely  to  avoid 
reaching  the  dreaaed  20-toss  mark. 
Tramm«  S2ud  he  was  still  confident  in 
^^^oth'8  ability  as  a  pitcher,  especially 
since  Maroth  kept  the  Tigers  in  the  game 


April  8, 2004 


Family  Bible  Study 

Risen  Lord 

Matthew  28:1-10;  Ephesians  2:4-9 


Patsy  Foster 


The  chief  priests  and 
Pharisees  were  nervous  after  tiie 
death  of  Jesus.  Ck>ing  to  Pilate, 
they  asked  him  to  'command 
that  the  tomb  be  made  secure 
until  the  third  day,  lest  his  disci¬ 
ples  come  by  night  and  steal  Him 
away,  and  say  to  tiie  people.  He 
has  risen  from  the  dead'^  (Matt. 
27:64  NIQV).  Every  precaution 
was  taken  to  make  sure  dxat  Jesus 
remained  dead  in  the  tomb,  but 
Heaven  had  ahodier  plan. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning, 
Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other 
Mary  went  to  see  the  tomb. 
Imagine  their  anuizement  when 
they  arrived  ttvere  and  found  the 
stone  rolled  away,  and  an  angel, 
with  a  countenance  Iflce  lightrmg 
and  raiment  as  white  as  snow,  sit¬ 
ting  cm  the  Sterne.  The  guards 
were  so  overwhelmed  wim  fear 


d\at  shook  and 

became  uke  dead  men. 

The  angel  rooke  to  the 
women,  "Do  not  be 
afraid  fra:  I  know  that 
you  are  looking  for  Jesus,  who 
wascrudfied.  misitotheie:  He 
has  risen,  just  as  He  said.  Come 
and  see  the  place  wdiere  He  lay" 
(^tt  285-6  NIV).  What  joy  «md 
light  must  have  seeped  into  their 
souls  as  they  realized  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  die  empty  tomb:  Their 
Lord  was  alive! 

Have  you  ever  been  overflow¬ 
ing  widi  good  news  atnd  there 
was  no  one  nearby  for  you  to 
share  it  with?  It's  difficult  to  keep 
good  news  to  yourself, 
uiunediately,  the  angel  urged  die 
two  women  to  go  ouickly  ^nd  tell 
his  disc^les  trat  He  was  risen 
from  the  dead.  'S}  the  women 
hurried  away  from  die  tomb, 
afraid  yet  filled  widi  joy. .."  (Matt 


Foster 


285).  Befrae  they  could 
find  the  disc^les,  nowev- 
^  they  encountered  die 
risen  txHd.  When  He 
greeted  diem,  diey  feU 
Defore  Him  in  worship. 
Picture  the  scene:  They 
had  witnessed  die  horror 
his  crucifixion  and  had 
grieved  diat  He  wets 
dead.  Now,  here  He  was, 
alive!  Jesus  tdd  them  to 
continue  on  where  diey  were 
going  He  said,  "Do  not  be  afraid. 
^  2^  tell  my  brothers  to  go  to 
Galilee;  diere  they  will  see  me" 
(Matt  28:10  MV).  It's  interesting 
that  Jesus  diose  women  to  be  the 
first  witnesses  of  the  resurrection. 
Had  die  en^>ty  tranb  been  a  pre¬ 
meditated  deception  by  Jesus  rol- 
lowers,  women  would  never  have 
been  chosen  as  witnesses  because 
of  their  low  standing  in  diat  soci¬ 
ety.  Men  would  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  more  credible  witnesses, 
yet  our  Lord  chose  to  use  die 
women  who  had  stood  faithfully 
with  Him  during  the  dark  hours 
of  Golgotha.  Eagerly  they  went 
forward  to  share  dieir  gooa  news. 
The  cross  was  behind  them  now. 


Ihey  could  face  die  future.  Iheir 
Lord  hadn't  perished  He  had 
overcome  the  forces  erf  deadi  and 
HeU  once  and  for  alL 

By  die  greatness  of  His  power, 
Gcxi  raised  Jesus  Christ  from  die 
dead,  and  that  same  power  now 
makes  us  alive  when  we  trust  in 
Christ.  God,  "even  when  we 
were  dead  in  trespasses,  made  us 
alive  together  widi  Christ  (by 
grace  you  have  been  saved),  and 
raised  us  up  together,  and  made 
us  sit  together  in  d^  heavenly 
places  in  Christ  Jesus"  ^ph.  2:> 
6).  Jesus  wrote  an  invitation 
with  His  blocxl,  inviting  all  who 
would  believe  on  Him,  to  be 
saved  by  his  grace.  That's  not 
just  gp^  news.  That's  \tital 
news^ife  changing  news.  The 
Lord  still  calls  people.  He  calls 
sinners  to  repentiaice  and  He 
calls  His  pec^^  to  bear  witness 
continually  that  the  tomb  is 
emp^,  diat  cnir  Savior  is  alive, 
diat  He  lives  in  our  hearts  and 
moves  in  our  lives. 

In  die  early  cdivirdi,  traditicMi 
says  diat  believers  would  greet 
e^h  other  widi  the  joyful  greet¬ 
ing  of  "Christ  is  risen."  The 


renxxise  to  diat  was,  "He  is  risen 
incteed."  Gardner  C.  Ti^lor, 
senior  pastor  emeritus  of  die 
Concord  Baptist  Church  of 
Christ,  Brooidiyn,  New  York, 
writes,  "The  resurrection  tidir^  is 
far  and  away  the  most  astonish¬ 
ing  news  to  ever  break  across  the 
tii^,  old  face  of  diis  earth.  No 
bcxik  ever  had  a  clinuix  of  such 
triumph  as  that  one  recorded  in 
all  four  gospels,  which  is  why 
that  greeting  and  respemse 
became  die  identifying  salutation 
of  the  Christian  community  and 
why  those  words  set  men  and 
women  singing  at  their  ta^, 
why  diey  gave  meaning  to  daily 
livmg  and  why  they  opened 
long  vistas  of  vast  possibili¬ 
ties  to  those  sinking  beneath 
life's  ever-heavier  load" 
(www.ptm.org/99PT /Mar  Apr 
/ChristIsRisen.htm). 

Many  in  our  stress-filled 
woiid  are  sinking  beneath  ever- 
heavier  loads.  Tl^  need  to  hear 
that  Christ  is  risen  indeed  and 
diat  He  still  gives  meaning  to  Jjfe. 

Foster  is  member  <4  Murphy 
Creek  Church,  Louisville. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Resurrection 


Matthew  28 


By  Bobby  McKai 


There  has  been  more  talk  of 
Christ  this  Easter  season  than 
ever  before.  This  is  largely 
because  of  the  motion  picture 
The  Passion  of  the  Christ.  At 
the  time  of  this  writing  the 
movie  was  well  on  its  way  to 
grossing  400  million  dollars 
and  becoming  one  of  the  most 
watched  movies  of  all  time. 
We  forget  sometimes  that  the 
death  of  Christ  was  a  real 
event  in  our  world  history 
and  not  some  fairy  tale  in  the 
life  of  Jesus. 

What  makes  Easter  the 
vital  issue  of  our  faith  is  that 
we  serve  a  Savior  that  is  alive 
and  dwells  within  us!  If  you 
don't  believe  that  fact  my 
friends  please  call  your  pas¬ 
tor,  because  you  aren’t  ^ved. 
Sadly  many  of  us  say  that  we 
believe  Jesus  is  alive  with  our 
lips,  but  our  actions  speak 


otherwise.  Don't  go 
through  thiarlife  can¬ 
tankerous  and  always 
negative  about  every-  McKay  jjj  jjfg 
thir^.  Jesus  is  alive.  He  really  always  keep  His  word?  He  has 
is!  That  alone  should  put  a  to.  He  will  not  break  a  promise 


quickly  turned  to 
wonder  -and  amaze¬ 
ment  when  they 
reached  their  destina¬ 
tion.  The  angel  of  the 
Lord  share  with  them 
that  Jesus  isn't  there 
but  He  has  risen,  just 
as  He  said  He  would. 

Fellow  believer,  do 
you  know  at  this  point 
in  your  life  diat  Goo  will 


is!  That  alone  should  put  a  to.  He  will  not  break  a  pro: 
song  in  our  hearts  and  a  smile  that  He  has  made, 
on  our  face.  IxxA  at  verse  seven.  I  c 

Our  Sunday  School  Lesson  wemt  you  to  misunders 
is  taken  from  the  Matthew  28  what  I  am  about  to  say.  It  i 
account  of  the  Easter  story.  "And  go  quickly  and  tell 
There  are  three  very  different  disdples  that  He  has  risen  1 
and  interesting  stories  that  the  dead;  and  behold,  Fi 
we  see  in  this  chapter.  Grab  going  before  you  into  Ga 
your  Bible;  there  are  some  mere  you  will  see  Him;  bel 
really  good  things  here  for  us  I  have  told  you"  (NASB).  Il 
to  see  together.  always  been  awesome  to 

how  God  used  women  in 
I.  The  Coming  of  the  Womfn  story.  Many  people  today 
TO  THE  Tomb  (28:1-10)  havmg  heated  arguments  a 

In  verses  one  through  10  what  a  woman's  role  in  min 
the  Word  tells  us  about  the  is.  I  am  in  no  way  advoa 
two  women  that  went  to  the  women  pastors,  so  don’t 
tomb.  We  cannot  fathom  their  and  chew  me  out  What  1 
hurts,  fears,  or  anxieties  that  saying  is  diat  God  used  wo 
morning  as  tl^  approached  as  die  original  sharing  of 
grave  site.  Tneir  sadness  Kood  news  or  the  Gospel. 


to.  He  will  not  break  a  promise 
that  He  has  made. 

Lo<^  at  verse  seven.  I  don't 
wemt  you  to  misunderstand 
what  I  am  about  to  say.  It  says, 
"And  go  quickly  and  tell  Iw 
disdples  that  He  has  risen  from 
the  dead;  and  behold.  He  is 
going  before  you  into  Galilee, 
mere  you  will  see  Him;  behold, 
I  have  told  you"  (NASB).  It  has 
always  been  awesome  to  see 
how  God  used  women  in  this 
story.  Many  people  today  are 
havmg  heated  arguments  about 
what  a  woman's  role  in  ministry 
is.  I  am  in  no  way  advocatiiw 
women  pastors,  so  don't  caU 
and  chew  me  out  What  I  am 
saying  is  diat  God  used  women 
as  die  original  sharing  of  the 
good  news  or  the  Gospel. 
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They  were  the  first  ones  that 
told  the  11  disdples  that  die 
Christ  they  thou^t  was  dead 
was  indeed  alive. 

Following  verse  seven  we 
see  that, the  women  are  obedi¬ 
ent.  The  Bible  tells  us  in  vers¬ 
es  eight  and  nine  that  the 
women  had  great  joy  and 
were  nmning  to  report  it  to 
the  disciples  when  Jesus 
showed  upf  In  verse  10  he 
reaffirms  what  the  angel  told 
them.  I  can  only  imagme  that 
after  seeing  the  risen  Christ, 
the  women  could  have  beaten 
Carl  Lewis  in  a  race.  Let  me 
ask  all  of  us  a  question.  Are 
we  running  to  tell  others 
about  Christ? 

II.  The  Crookedness  of  the 
Elders  (28:11-15) 

This  is  a  passage  that  is  very 
interesting.  As  the  women 
were  nmnmg  to  the  disdples, 
we  see  a  shady  deal  occurring. 
After  getting  there  composure 
back,  me  guards  went  to  me 
elders  and  reported  edl  that 
had  happened.  In  turn,  me 
elders  gave  mem  "A  large  sum 
of  money"  to  lie  and  say  that 
me  disaples  had  stolen  his 
body  while  mey  slept.  It's  sad 


i;  \  I’  i  I  s  I 


to  ^see  since  me  first  Easter 
morning  people  were  being 
used  by  the  Ctevil  to  deny  me 
facts  of  me  resurrection. 

II.  The  Commission  Given 
(28:16-20) 

Lastly  we  see  what  is  com¬ 
monly  called  me  Great 
Commission.  It  is  not  the  Great 
Suggestion  or  me  Great 
Opinion.  Jesus  is  Lord  and 
mese  are  our  marching  orders. 
Like  a  lot  of  churches.  Spring 
Hill  has  a  vision  statement  and 
goals  that  we  strive  to  reach.  It 
doesn't  matter  what  your 
vision  or  purpose  statement  is 
if  you  don't  make  the  Great 
Commission  a  top  priority. 

You  see,  only  me  Son  of 
God  could  give  this 
Commission  and  rest  assured 
He  will  bless  your  church 
beyond  anything  you  can 
imagine  if  you  foUow  it. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  our 
over  20(X)  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches  will  be  ^ed  wim 
me  Holy  Spirit  and  wim  peo¬ 
ple  this  Easter  Sunday.  IS 
ALVE!  HE  IS  ALIVE! 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Spring  HOI 
Church,  Waterford. 
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